LEAGUE OF MINNESOTA POETS
John Rezmerski Memorial Manuscript Competition, 2025
Winners List ,  November 2, 2026
FIRST PRIZE:
Annette Gagliardi  Benevolence

FROM THE JUDGE:
“Belief, seeps into loam, / breaths into mist, digs into bones.”  It was the voice that stayed with me.  I felt a resonance with the long journey of faith.  Benevolence is a poetic documentary.  A road map of the loops and turns of belief.  Religion is hard to write about without sentimentality and preachiness.  But [ name of poet ] words are subtle.  “I listen to the slide of thread pulled taunt / through cotton.  The needle prick, knot secured, transports / me back to childhood, back to the summer porch / watching a quilt take shape in patterns of sound and silence.”  It is a still small voice in a noisy world amid “the hazards of living today.” I felt the cohesiveness of the collection.  So many passages stuck “like glue.”  The moon compared to a mansion— “a big white mansion dipped in black water.”  Here there is a fresh hand on ordinary observations and events.  Here there is reiteration of the need for something fundamental. which often gets swept aside or ignored altogether.  It is along the tracks of language that this train of benevolence moves.  Watching it pass, I picked up on the assurance that words can have.  In a later poem, “Hecatomb,” “perhaps fifty bees / lay scattered / on the sanctuary floor, / fifty fleeting puffs of fluff — all dead……  do we need the ritual of burnt candles / and incense to make / slaughter worthy of grace? // There. On the terrazzo. Just below the / altar — so many died.   As they lie / beneath the cross, / I cannot believe they are alone.” These are the words of my song too.
Honorable Mentions (no particular order)  
Peter Orte Poems.
 Raymond Luczak Prairie Boy.  
Eli Dunham  Hearts Are Hearts Except Mine.   
Lili Newberry The Pink Highway 
Lynette Reini-Grandel   After the Storm.  
Dani  Kerr  Love, Loss, and Domestication.  
Rosalind Perry  Snap, Crackle, Pop: Inside America.  

Judge:  Diane Glancy is a member of the Denton Poets Assembly, a chapter of the Poetry Society of Texas.  She received an appreciation award for her long membership in the National Federation of State Poetry Societies.  In 2024, Glancy won the Catherine Case Lubbe manuscript competition from the Poetry Society of Texas for Piece.  In 2023, she won the William Barney Chapbook Competition from the Fort Worth Poetry Society for Jawbone.  In 2022, Blackbead Press of Fort Worth published a chapbook, Jigsaw.  Glancy published another poetry collection, Quadrille, Christianity and the Early New England Indians, in 2024.  Currently she teaches a cohort on Experimental Poetry and Prose at the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.  Her books and awards are on her website, www.dianeglancy.com.  
